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Gov. Andrew Cuomo seemed to indicate today he was lining up with Citizens Union’s take on redistricting: Namely use the veto to wring the needed reforms such as a less political map this year and a constitutional amendment moving forward.

Which begs the question: Will this threat actually work?

“We’re going to see,” Cuomo said in an unusually concise answer this afternoon at a news conference.

Citizens Union has suggested that the governor use his veto threat in order to get concessions from the Legislature on redistricting, including “fairer” lines and an amendment for an independent panel. Common Cause, on the other hand, has split with the other good-governments and said it is best left up to the courts.

As Michael just reported, Democrats and Republicans both agree that retiring Rep. Maurice Hinchey’s seat is a goner.

Lawmakers are expected to release some redrawn political boundaries today in response to the involvement of a federal magistrate and special master now commandeering the House redistricting process.

“Most of this is going to be decided by a court anyway,” Cuomo said at the news conference.

The governor continues to beat the drum that a long-term solution is needed on redistricting in order to avoid gerrymandered lines every 10 years. The next round of redistricting is in 2022, based on the 2020 Census.

“The Constitution says they have the right to draw the lines, but the lines have to be legal and the court will determine if they’re legal,” Cuomo said. “I am saying to them, they shouldn’t be hyper political like the lines you have drawn, even if they are legal they shouldn’t be hyper political and we should change this once and for all.”
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